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In a small and remote village surrounded on all sides by mountains, the local
people do not speak loudly. They do not laugh or cry or scream because they
believe the sound waves can trigger an avalanche. For nine months of the year
they live a quiet life, full of dread caused by imminent, mortal danger. It is only
in the three remaining months that the people shout, dance, sing, fire their
rifles, get married and have children; just three safe months in a year to be

free. What shall they do for the other nine months? Be quiet. In fear.
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DIRECTOR’S NOTE

When | first read Tuncer Ciicenoglu’s Avalanche, it felt like a
contemporary fable. The strange premise, the predicament of the
characters, the sense of imminent danger all seemed to hurtle down
together towards some concise moral lesson. | don’t believe that this
is the work of the theatre. To begin with, it assumes that we - the
storytellers - know more than the audience. The truth is that at the
beginning of a play we are all together in the dark, waiting. Over the
last month our primary work has been to find out way through the
precarious terrain of this play to answer a simple, mysterious
question. How is such a thing possible?

The fuel of this process has been the curiosity and imagination of this
intrepid group of acting, design and direction students. They have
embraced everything that is unfamiliar, unsettling and uncanny in the
world of Avalanche - the stillness, the slowness, the silence and most
of all, the sense that there will never be a direct or satisfying answer
to our doubt. In the end | hope that our work has allowed us to find
at least one truth: we do not need to believe what the characters in
the world of the play believe, or to fear what they fear. But we must
accept that their beliefs and fears are real and together bear witness
to them.

Neel Chaudhuri | June 2023

ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT

TUNCER CUCENOGLU (April 10, 1944 - July 18, 2019) was a
celebrated Turkish playwright. He graduated from Ankara
University’s Faculty of Languages, History and Geography.
Cicenoglu worked as an instructor, translator and columnist, and
was also a membership of the Writers’ Union of Turkey and the
International P.E.N. Turkey Center. He wrote 27 plays, which have
been translated into 32 languages.
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CAST

YOUNG WOMAN | Anjali

YOUNG MAN | Abhijit Kumar Sinha / Dipu Rabha
WOMAN | Priyadarshini Puja

MAN | Amogh Kushwaha

OLD WOMAN | Garima Diwakar

OLD MAN | Jitendra Pal Singh

MIDWIFE | Aparna Kapoor

PRESIDENT | Vishal Saini

GUARD 2 | Abhijit Kumar Sinha / Dipu Rabha

GUEST ACTORS

FEMALE COMMITTEE MEMBER | Apsara Khan
MALE COMMITTEE MEMBER &

OLD MAN'’S BROTHER | Chandan Kumar
GUARD 1 | Partha Pratim Hazarika
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ABOUT THE DIRECTOR

Neel Chaudhuri is a playwright and theatre director based in New Delhi.
He is a founder-member and former Artistic Director of The Tadpole
Repertory. His plays include Godspeed {TFA Award for Creative Writing
2009), Taramandal (The Hindu MetroPlus Playwright Award 2010), Still
and Still Moving (developed in collaboration with the Royal Court Theatre,
London) and most recently, Quicksand.

Neel is a member of the Lincoln Center Directors Lab in New York, and
PLUTO, a collective of international theatre directors, whose first
collaborative work Black Box, premiered in Buenos Aires in 2020. He is
visiting faculty at Ashoka University and Drama School Mumbai, where he
is the Head of Dramaturgy. Neel has received the Vinod Doshi Fellowship,
the Aditya Vikram Birla Kalakiran Puraskar and the Shankar Nag Award
for his work in the theatre.

Neel previously worked with the students of the National School of Drama
in 2022, directing Anton Chekhov’s The Sea Gull.
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DESIGN AND DIRECTION TEAM

SCENOGRAPHY | Dillip Maijhi

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR & STAGE MANAGER | Hriturekha Nath
LIGHTING DESIGN | Owes Md Khan

COSTUME ASSISTANTS | Kumari Pooja, Madhu M
PRODUCTION ASSISTANT | Dayalwati

COSTUME DESIGN | Kanchan Ujjal

LIGHTING DESIGN GUIDE | Anuj Chopra
MOVEMENT AND VOICE INSTRUCTOR | Uma Katju
TRANSLATION | Rahul Rai

SOUND DESIGN | Neel Chaudhuri

PUBLICITY PHOTOGRAPHS | Siddharth Saurabh
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