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Babukodi Venkataramana
KARANTH
dIgPHISI dHCIHIT HIRA

(19 Sept. 1929 - 01 Sept. 2002)



B. V. Karanth

Music
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abukodi Venkataramana Karanth (B.V. Karanth) is one of the eminent personalities of

Indian theatre. Karanth ji's contribution to Indian theater is incomparable. He was born

in 1928 in a village named Kuwaje (Dakshina Kannada Karnataka). He has been
associated with Gubbi Drama Company since childhood and also associated with other theatre
institutions. He has a postgraduate degree in Hindi language. He left for Varanasi to learn
Hindustani classical singing for three years under the guidance of renowned musician Pandit
Ombkarnath Thakur and to maintain his interest in music. He graduated from National School of
Drama, Delhi. Prior to this, he has presented praiseworthy works with many Hindi theater
institutions. Along with this, he had regular activities as a teacher in Sardar Patel Vidyalaya. He
gave the theatre movement a new turn in other cities of India like Bhopal, Bangalore and
Hegodu. He has adaptated many plays and also composed many successful plays for children.
He has also been the director of the National School of Drama in 1977-81. He has made
significant contribution as founder-director of Bharat Bhavan Rangamandala, Bhopal in 1982
and founder-director of Karnataka Rangayana (Mysore) in 1989-95. His main theatrical
productions are Oedipus Sankranti, Hayavadan, Jokumaraswami, and Indrajit, Sattarvarneral,
Panjarshale, Taddapi, Miss Sadaram, Kindarjogi, Kattale Bedku, Chandra-Haas, Gokula
Nirgaman, Media, etc. in Kannada and Andher Nagari, Chhote Syed- Bade Syed in Hindi.. He
has been honored with many awards like Padmashree, Kalidas Samman, Sangeet Natak
Akademi, Amritlal Nagar and Gubbi Veeranna etc. Not only in theatre, He has also received
many national and international awards for music and direction in films. Be it knowledge of
classical music or folk music of the country, he had the incomparable ability to adapt any type of
music into theater music.
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ithileshwar is a well-known name in Hindi

literature (fiction). Born on 31st December

1950, in Baisadeeh village of Bhojpur district
in Bihar, India. He is a noted Hindi writer for writing on the
rural heartland of India. He wrote beautifully about the
rural parts of India, highlighting the struggles and problems
faced by rural people of India. He started writing during his
student period and has accumulated many awards in his
career. His stories are mostly based on the state of the
common man in our society. He describes the mental state
of poor, exploited people from villages or the ones going
through diverse conditions in a rapidly industrializing
modern day India. He minutely observes people and writes
with deep insight on their status in life and
society.Mithileshwar's major works are - Babuji, Meghna

Ka nirnay, Harihar Kaka, Chal Khusro Ghar Aapne (story
collection); Juniya, Yuddhsthal, Prem Na Badi Upje Aur
Anta Nahi (novel).
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ibhanshu Vaibhav is a renowned playwright,

actor, director, screenplay, and dialogue writer.

He was honored with the UP Sangeet Natak
Academy Award in 2019. Born in Pratapgarh in 1965, he
graduated from Allahabad University and subsequently
obtained a diploma in theater arts from Bharatendu Natya
Academy, Lucknow. From 1987 to 1990, he served as an
actor at Sri Ram Rangamandal and later became the head
of Rangamandal.Mr. Vaibhav boasts a wealth of
experience collaborating with prominent theater directors
nationwide. He has directed numerous plays in various
regional languages and has an extensive repertoire of over
fifty acting roles. Notable works authored by Mr. Vaibhav
include "Maharathi," "Babuji," "Kaho to Bolun,"
"Thumri," "Manthan," "Panchali," and "Gunda," which
have garnered acclaim from figures such as Habib
Tanveer, B.V. Karanth, B.M. Shah, Ranjit Kapoor, and
M.K. Raina. His collaborations extend to distinguished
directors like Raina, Waman Kendre, Raj Bisaria, and
Fritz Bennewitz. Additionally, Mr. Vaibhav has made a
mark as a successful writer in the film and television = — = —

industry. Currently, he serves as a professor in the Acting

department at the State University of Performing and Vi b h ans h u Va i b h aV
Visual Arts in Rohtak. :
Play Adaptation
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About the Play

abuji drama represents one of the ways in our society that

wants to live life with its freedom and conditions. Hero of

the drama Babuji is a man who wants to keep his inner
artist alive along with social responsibilities in his life. His
fondness in folk dance like nautanki, but his love for this gimmick
also destroys his family life. The wife, son, his own companions
and people of the society do not support him. He is pushed out of his
own house. Despite all this, his dedication and love for art does not
diminish. The echo of Tabla and the harmonium stays with him till
his last breath. Each character of the drama represents the different
persons and sectarian thoughts of our society. In our society, an
artist still has to undergo a lot of struggle in his life.

Babuji play is a tribute to our one of most inspirational and most
renowned Indian theatre personality Late Sri B.V. Karanth.
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Rajesh Singh
Director

raduate of Bihar University, Rajesh Singh initially

received training in Theatre at Shriram Centre for

Performing Arts, New Delhi. Later, he worked as an
artist at Sahitya Kala Parishad Repertory Company and Shriram
Centre Repertory Company. Then, he graduated from the
National School of Drama with specialization in Theatre
Techniques and Design in 2006. He also got training in Music
from Gandharva Mahavidhyalaya. With the INLAKS
Scholarship, he studied Advance Theatre Design, Direction and
Stage Management at London Academy of Music and Dramatic
Arts, United Kingdom in 2008-2009.

He developed his own style in Design and Direction while
working with eminent theatre personalities such as B.V. Karanth,
K. N. Panikkar, Ram Gopal Bajaj, D. R. Ankur, Mohan
Mabharishi and others. His acclaimed directorial ventures are
'Raas’, Kafka's 'Metamorphosis', 'Ramleela’, 'Jaanch Padtaal’,
'Raag Darbari', 'Apna Apna Sawaal', 'Poster', 'Ek Zordaar Ladki
ki Kahani', 'Ek Kalam Sadak Kinare', 'Blackboard Land', 'How to
Disappear Completely and Never be Found','Aadami aur Tantra’',
'Kabab', 'Babuji', "Vyaktigat' etc.

His plays were selected under Best Play category twice and he got
Best Director Award from Sahitya Kala Parishad, Govt. of Delhi.
He received Mahindra award for Excellence in Theatre Arts for
Sound Design of the play 'Laila Majnu' directed by Ram Gopal
Bajaj in 2009. He was preview jury member for 54th
International Film Festival of India (IFFI). Rajesh was also
awarded with Central Sangeet Natak Akademi’s Bismillah Khan
Yuva Puraskar in the field of Scenic Design in the year 2017 and
also received virendra narayan prestigious award. Presently, he is
the Chief of the National School of Drama Repertory Company.
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abuji drama in a way represents every person in our society who wants to live life with

his freedom and independence. Babuji, the protagonist of the play, is a hero who wants

to keep alive the artist within him along with the social structure in his life.He is
interested in folk theater like Nautanki, but due to his love for this art, his own family life also
gets disintegrated. His wife, son, his own friends and people of the society do not supports him.
He is thrown out of his own house. Despite all this, his dedication and love for art does not
diminish.The beats of the tabla and the echoes of the harmonium remain with him till his last
breath. Every character in the play represents the thinking of different people and sections of our
society. Even today in our society, an artist has to go through a lot of struggle and conflict in his
life.
When I decided on doing this play with NSD Rangamandal, I came to know that this play was
performed for the first time by Late Karanth ji with SRC Rangamandal. Karanth ji has used the
folk and nautanki singing style in this play to make the soul and environment of the play more
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impressive.

Nautanki is one of the most popular folk opera theater performance forms of Northern India.
Before the advent of Bollywood, Nautanki was the biggest medium of entertainment in the
villages and towns of North India. The rich musical compositions and humorous, entertaining
stories of Nautanki leave a deep impact on the imagination of the rural people. Therefore, I have
recreated the songs composed and arranged by Kanrathji in this play. Considering the graph
and tone of the play I have used two more folk songs. These plays are also an attempt to revive
the tradition of live musical plays in Hindi theatre. Babuji drama is a tribute to our inspiration late
ShriB. V. Karanth ji.
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fter completing her graduation in English

literature from Delhi University, Nalini R Joshi

did an advanced diploma in Fashion designing and
then post graduate diploma with a specialization in acting
from the National School of Drama in 1999. A multi-
talented actor, costume designer, director and teacher, she
has acted with the directors such as Ram Gopal Bajaj,
Tripurari Sharma, Mariuz Orsky, Prasanna, B.V. Karanth,
Bansi Kaul, Bhanu Bharti, Mohan Maharishi, Robin Das
etc. and designed costumes for numerous plays like 'Gappu
Gop Gopanggamdas', 'Chanakya Vishnugupt','Andha Yug',
'Teen Meheriyan', 'Familiar Stranger', 'Aurangzeb’,
'"Tamasha na Hua', 'Badshah Rangeela', 'Uncle Vanya',
'Virasat', 'Mahapoor', 'Raktpushp' and many others for
different directors. She also designs costumes for
Television and films.As a festival coordinator, she has
coordinated various theatre festivals like Bharat Rang
Mabhotsav, Jashn-e- Bachpan, Bal Sangam etc. She has
directed plays in several schools and workshops organized
by the reputed institutes. A visiting faculty for costume
designing at the National School of Drama, Nalini also
teaches at different institutions. She has been awarded the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar for

Costume Designing. Nalini R JOShi
Costume Design
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National School of Drama (Nehain 1984 with specialization in

Direction. Later NSD granted him a fellowship for one year to
work on subject "Interaction Between Traditional Performine of Arts
and Modern Theatre" under the guidance of Shri Ratan Thiyam in
Manipur. He has been awarded with a number of prestigious awards in
the field of Theatre such as, Sangeet NatakAkademi Award-2017 (in
Allied Theatre Arts-foracontribution in Stage Lighting Design),
Chamanlala Memorial Award-2018 (Excellence in Theatre Lighting
Design), Natya Guru Samman by Sanskar Bharti, New Delhi in 2017,
Best Director Award by Nat Samrath Theatre Awards - New Delhi. He
established his Theatre group called ART (Actor'sRepertory Theatre)
in 2004 and directed about 45-plays with the group; with Shri Ram
Centre Repertory Company, New Delhi; Bhartendu Natya Academy
RangMandal, Lucknow; Sahitya Kala Parishad Repertory, New Delhi,
Chorus Repertory, Imphal. His directoriala 'Uljhan' was selected by
Sangeet Natak Akademi, New Delhi for its National Theatre Festival in
1992 and was widely acclaimed. Recently, he has designed & directed
'Rashomon' (2018). He is a visiting faculty at a number of theatre
institutions and conducted many theatre workshops across the country.
He has participated innumerous international theatre festivals and
worked as technicaldirector for Ibsen International Theatre Festival,
New Delhi; Bharat Rang Mohatsav (NSD) at Lucknow, Chennai,
Amritsar; and for Days of Delhi in Moscow (Govt. of Delhi). He was
also a Light Designer for Commonwealth Games 2010, New Delhi

B orn in Shimla (H.P) in 1958, Avtar Sahni:graduated from

(Games Village). Avtar Sahni has designed lights for well known -
theatre directors like Prasanna, Barry John, Ratan Thiyam, Robin Das, AVtar S ahnl
A.T. Subaki, Sanjay Upadhayay, Suryamohan Kulshestha among nght Designer
others. Presently, he is working as a freelance theatre Director,

Designer and Actor.
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Babuji
Kaushalya
Badkau

Chhotku

Jagesar

Sursati

Kaka & Dhanpat
Lachhu
Kaalideen
Daroga
Rambhajan Singh

ON STAGE

Sipahi
Basanti
Farebi
Villegers

U0 q dRICH

Rajesh Singh / Suman Kumar

Shilpa Bharti / Pooja Gupta

Mazibur Rehman / Vivek Kanaujiya
Satyender Malik / Ankur Singh
Naveen Singh Thakur / Aalok Ranjan

Potshangbam Rita Devi / Shivani Bhartiya

Shiv Prasad Gond

Bikram Lepcha / Shyam Kumar Sahani
Utsav

Tabish Khan / Akhil Pratap Gautam
Akhil Pratap Gautam / Tabish Khan
Hira Lal Roy

Madhurima Tarafder / Pali Phukan
Parteek Badera

Motilal Khare, Satish Kumar, Narayan Ramesh

Pawar, Sameer Jiwan Ramteke, Kan nath, Anant Sharma

RToTer 8 /G BAR

fRrear wRe /g [
AR e e [/ fades e
ads Afeld / Jpx g

T4 R BTHR / ATl ISl
QITeRTeH T <dl [/ RraT g
INERESIERIS

fspH oTeT / 2T HAR FE+H
I

qifder @™ |/ IRae g A
RISt YeTg TIqd / faer @
ENEISEE

HYRHAT TRBER / Tl b
ERIEEE

SIRIKIS @I—Q NRIN QHIX, AIRTIYT XHRT YAIR,

IR Slg= YHCDh, B 1, 3T I

kh



Repertory Chief
Light Design

Set & Light Assistant
Costume Design
Assistant

Costume Incharge
Choreography

Set Exicution
Light Exicution
Property Incharge
Assistant

Sound Technician
Sound Arrangment
Harmonium

Benjo

Sarangi

Rhythm

Assistant

Poster - Brochure Design
Make up
Photography
Publicity
Exhibition

Stage Manager
Admin & Accounts
Admin Assistant
Assistant Director
Story

Play Adaptation
Music

Scenic Design & Direction :

Rajesh Singh

Avtar Sahani

Shyam Kumar Sahani
Nalini R. Joshi
Poonam, Shazia
Nisha, Parwati Bisht
Nidhi Mishra

Vikram Kumar, Manoj, Tagmir, Rizwan

Md. Suleman, Sunil, Shubham
Motilal Khare

Parteek, Sameer

Swarn Lata, Mukesh Kumar
Santosh Kumar (Sandy)
Rajesh Pathak

Narayan Thakur

Anil Mishra

Shialendra Chouhan
Naveen Singh Thakur

Ali Raza, Mazibur Rehman
Shivprasad, Hiralal, Shivani
Deepak Kumar, Piyush Shrivastava
E. Gajalakshmi, Prakash Jha
Rajbal, Pawan Kumar
Shyam Kumar Sahni

Zubair Bedi

Pawan Kumar, Manoj

Shiv Prasad Gond
Mithileshwar

Vibhanshu Vaibhav

Lt. B.V. Karanth

Rajesh Singh
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1 Scheol of Drama
Repertory Company

ational School of Drama Repertory was formed in 1964-65 on an experimental basis by Sh. E. Alkazi.

In the beginning, it is consisted of only four actors and later expanded into a larger group of actors,

musicians and technicians, mainly drawn from graduates of the National School of Drama, Delhi. In
1964, Late Shri Om Shivpuri led the Company and in 1977, Late Shri Manohar Singh became the first regular
Chief of the Repertory. When Manohar Singh left the Repertory Company in 1985 for a short period, its
functioning was looked after by Ms. Uttara Baokar and Ms. Surekha Sikri. Late Shri J.N. Kaushal officiated as
the Chief till 1988. He was followed by Prof. Ram Gopal Bajaj from 1989 to 1994; Shri Kaushal took over the
rein one more time from 1994 to 97; Shri Suresh Sharma was the regular Chief of the Repertory Company
from 1999 t0 2021. Presently, Shri Rajesh Singh is the Chief of the Repertory Company.
Over the years, Repertory has produced a variety of plays ranging from stylized musical to realistic and
contemporary adaptation of foreign and Indian plays. In addition, several eminent directors of national and
international repute from within the country and abroad have worked with the Company. The Repertory has
performed over 187 plays by 97 playwrights and has worked with 95 directors. Quite a few of the actors of the
company have emerged as celebrities in theatre, cinema and television in India. The Repertory tours
extensively all over the Country and has made several successful, trips to Germany, Poland, UK, Nepal,
Mauritius, Bangladesh and China.
In 1993, the Company organized a major Festival of Mohan Rakesh's plays to mark his 20th death anniversary.
In 1991 on the occasion of the Company's Silver Jubilee, Rang Yatra an exhibition consisting its Photographs,
Set-Models, Costumes, Properties and Poster etc. was also put up. August 22, 2013 was the Repertory
Company's 50th foundation day and Golden Jubilee Celebrations were kick-started on this day. The second
important event of Company's Golden Jubilee Celebrations was held from March 22 to 24, 2014, where all
the ex-repertory company members were invited. On this occasion scenes and songs from memorable
productions of the past were presented to the audience, in what turned out to be an extremely nostalgic
evening for many people. On the occasion of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, Repertory performed plays like 'Pehla
Satyagrahi' and 'Khoob Ladi Mardaani, Subhadra Ki Zabaani' across the country, while also producing
classical plays like 'Abhijnan Shakuntalam'and 'Andha Yug'.

Aknowledgements

Shri Chittranjan Tripathy Shri Pradeep K. Mohanty
Director, NSD Registrar, NSD
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NSD REPERTORY COMPANY ARTISTS 2023-24
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Shilpa Bharti Madhurima Tarafder .= Anant Sharma

Suman Kumar

Shazia Batool Poonam Dahiya Utsavdan Gadhvi Ramteke Sameer Tabish Khan
Jeewan

Pawar Narayan Parteck Badera
Ramesh
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Shivani Bhartiya Satish Kumar Akhil Pratap Gautam Kan nath



§% NSD REPERTORY COMPANY
Technical & Administration Staff

Swarnalata Vikram Kumar Mukesh Kumar

Parwati Bisht Zubair Bedi Moti Lal Khare

Manoj Kumar Sunil Taqmeer Pawan Kumar
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Manoj Athwal Shubham Rizwan Munna



Musicians

Rajesh Pathak Anil Mishra Ateeq
(Harmonium) (Sarangi) (Nakkara)

Shailendra Narayan Thakur
(Rytham) (Benjo)

Choreography

Nidhi Mishra
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National School of Drama
Repertory Company

presents

National School of Drama
Repertory Company

Bahawalpur House, Bhagwandas Road, New Delhi - 110001
Ph: 011- 23031105, 23031106 Web:www.nsd.gov.in
Email : nsdrepertory@yahoo.co.in
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